LARS MØLLER



 

Composer, saxophone player, conductor – born 1966.
Background and artistic profile:
After living in New York 1987-89, playing with a number of legendary jazzmusicians, Lars Møller spent several prolonged periods in New Delhi in the early 90’s, studying Indian classical music. As a saxophone player, he combines his American and Indian influences, the melodic Nordic tradition and a very personal quarter-tone language into a lyrical and forceful expression. His ability to form long lasting bands with a personal sound has been demonstrated by Lars Møller Group (1994-2001) with 5 CD releases, several awards and performances worldwide. The unique band sound of Lars Møller Quartet (since 2008) is based on his longtime musical corporation with guitar player Thor Madsen, matched by the remarkable young german bass/drums team Robert Landferman and Jonas Burgwinkel. 
Møller’s original works for larger ensembles is marked by elegant rhythmic and melodic concepts and his delicate sense of color, drama and form. As a versatile contemporary jazz composer, he sometimes includes electronica, choir and world infuences in his music.
He has performed in Europe, USA, China, Brazil, Australia and South East Asia.
Saxophonist: Lars Møller has played/recorded with Jimmy Cobb Group, Hermeto Pascoal, Jon Balke, Morten Lund, Bobo Stensson, Anders Jormin, Martial Solal, David Liebman, Jim McNeely, Tom Harrel, Katrine Madsen, Kasper Villaume Quartet, Sound of Choice Ensemble and various other Danish artists. From 2004-8 he was member of the (classical) Danish Saxophone Quartet, and a recent release “Instant Outlet” is the result of his collaboration with contemporary percussionist and performer Thomas Sandberg.  He has performed regularly as a solo-player with The Danish Radio Big Band (2002-6 and from 2009).

Composer and conducter: Lars Møller is Artistic director of The Orchestra (since 1998). He has worked with EBU/European Youth Big Band, Cologne Contemporary Jazz Orchestra, projects such as Nordic Voices Jazz Orchestra (w. Geir Lysne and Helge Sunde) and Brasilian Scandinavian Jazz Orchestra, various Scandinavian Big Bands/Orchestras/Choirs and the Radio Big Bands of Denmark/Slovenia/Croatia. 

The Orchestra founded in 1991 is the leading Danish frelance Big Band. The band has released 7 CDs with original contemporary Big Band music - including electronica and other crossover projects.
Lars Møller “smallgroup” CD’s:

-“New release 2010” w. quartet  w. Thor Madsen, Robert Landferman and Jonas Burgwinkel.

-"Instant Outlet" Gateway 2009 w Thomas Sandberg. 

-“Jazzpar concerts” Stunt 2004. w Geri Allen, Buster Williams and Billy Hart.

-“Trialouge” Imogena 2003 w Jon Balke and Morten Lund.

-“Trio 123” Cope 2001 w Thor Madsen and Martin Andersen.
-“Centrifugal” Stunt Records 2001. Lars Møller Group.
-“Kaleidoscope” NAXOS/JAZZ (86022-2) – L. M. Group Danish Grammy Award 2000, best Jazz-CD.
-”Colours”, Stunt Records 1997 Lars Møller Group feat. John Abercrombie.π

-”Circles” Stunt Records 1996 Lars Møller Group. 

-”Cross Current” Stunt Records 1995. Lars Møller Group. Grammy-nominated.

-"Pyramid" Stunt Records 1993 with Billy Hart. Grammy-nominated 

-"Copenhagen Groove" Stunt Records 1989 with N.H.Ø.P. and Jimmy Cobb.

Lars Møller Big Band CD’s:

-Lars Møller/The Orchestra - scheduled new release 2010.

-European Youth Jazzorchestra /EBU Big Band 2008/9.

-Brasilian Scandinavian Jazz Orchestra w Magno Bissoli and The Orchestra. Axis 2007.

-DR Big Band and Jomi Massage: Skandinaviske klagesange”. Playground 2006.

-The Orchestra: “Beats and Big Band” Cope/Calibrated 2003 w. elctronica by “Trentemøller”.

-The Orchestra: “New Skies” DaCapo 2001.

-The Orchestra: “Noxx” DaCapo 1998  

Awards:
-1 Prize for best Big Band Composition. International Jazz Composers’ Symposium in 2008 (Miami, USA).

-3 year work grant from “The Danish Arts Counsil” 2006-9

-“Jazzpar” bandleader 2003 w Geri Allen, Buster Williams and Billy Hart.

-The Danish Grammy for best CD 2000 (Kaleidoscope – NaxosJazz).

-The JASA award 2000 (Danish critics and journalists).

-The honorary prize from The Danish Jazz, Beat and Folk Composers Society in 1998.

Education:

-BFA in jazz from New School 1987-89, New York - apprentice of David Liebman 85-90.

-Indian classical music (New Delhi 1989-93). Several prolonged periods, studying the “Shenei”. 

-Composers Workshop with Bob Brokmeyer, Copenhagen 1996-98.

-Conducting 2002-05 with Frans Rasmussen.

Contact: Phone (+45) 2174 19189 - lmoller@post11.tele.dk -  www.larsmoller.com
